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Lady Poverty Region 2022 Chapter, Election Results and Visitation Report 

The Lady Poverty Region Chapter, held September 9-11 at Villa Maria Spirituali-

ty Center, was jam packed with events as we moved out of 

Covid restrictions to come together in person. Fr. Jerome 

Wolbert, OFM, and Dennis Ross, OFS, were our National 

Visitors and presided over the regional Election. The Visita-

tion of the REC was held on Friday September 9.  This in-

cluded Fr. Jerome’s Pastoral Visit and Dennis Ross’s Fraternal Visit.  We enjoyed 

four formation sessions over the weekend on “Community and Relationship in 

the Secular Franciscan Order,” presented by Fr. Bernie Tickerhoof, TOR.  

In our business meeting on Saturday September 10, the first order of business was to approve 

all the minutes from 2019-2021 in person. National specifies that even though we held previ-

ous annual meetings via zoom, we must approve them in person at the next opportunity. The 

Treasurer, Brian Stevens, presented the budget for 2023, which was approved by the local min-

isters and delegates. 

Pat Serotkin, OFS, delivered the Ministers’ Report as a power 

point presentation of the past three years. The REC then pre-

sented Pat with the first-ever “Blessed Contardo Ferinni, OFS 

Award” and the traveling statue of St. Francis. This award will be 

presented annually to a member who best exemplifies the Fran-

ciscan charism and servant leadership. Pat is a very strong lead-

er who leaves us with a Strategic Plan and Regional Guidelines 

that will help us stay on course for years to come. We wish Pat 

“Fair Winds and Following Seas” and every good thing to come. 

Although a computer snafu prevented us from hearing the entire video from our Regional 

Spiritual Assistant, Fr Christopher Panagoplos, TOR, it can be viewed here: 

www.ladypovertyregion.org.   After lunch, a Recommitment Ceremony for all Secular Francis-

cans was held before the election.  

 

http://www.ladypovertyregion.org
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Kathy Barton, OFS, was elected our new Regional Minister, and brings a 

wealth of knowledge gained over her 25 years as a Secular Franciscan. 

Kathy’s journey began in San Damiano Fraternity, then to Holy Spirit 

Fraternity and finally into Holy Cross Fraternity. She has been on all lo-

cal councils as either minister or formation director, and she was one 

of the original five founders of Holy Cross Fraternity.  

Ed Meegan, OFS, celebrating his 

40th anniversary as a Secular 

Franciscan, was elected the new 

Regional Vice Minister and will be 

attending the National Chapter 

as delegate this year. He is cur-

rently Minister of Alverno Frater-

nity and has also served as Vice Minister and Formation Director there. Ed brings vast 

knowledge in Franciscan life from his previous six years of experience as Regional Formation 

Director. He is also very active in his parish and brings fifteen years as Youth Minister and 

CCD High School teacher to our Region.  

The new Formation Director, Dawn Roper, OFS is currently the Vice Minister of Padre Pio 

Fraternity. Dawn had previously served as the Formation Director for twelve years in her fra-

ternity and had stepped up to fill the Regional Formation Director role when there was a va-

cancy.   

The secretary and treasurer were re-elected, Eileen Mantz, OFS as Secretary and Brian Ste-

vens, OFS as Treasurer. Two of the Cluster Councilors remain the same as well, Michele 

McFadden, OFS for Cluster of Compassion, and Denise McCarthy, OFS for Cluster of Love. 

Two new Cluster Councilors are George Soros, OFS for Cluster of Goodness, and Mary Jo 

Fiore, OFS for Cluster of Perfect Joy.  

Mary Nelson was appointed the role of Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation Animator and 

was instrumental in forming our new Charitable Giving Committee. The Regional Council ex-

Lady Poverty Region 2022 Chapter, Election Results and Visitation Report continued 
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tends its gratitude to all who were nominated and expressed their willingness to serve our 

Order in any capacity.  

Following the election, Mass was held in the beautiful Magnificat Chapel, with the installation 

of the new council, and The Rite of Remembrance for the deceased from the past year.  

The local and provincial Spiritual Assistants met with Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM while the new 

and old councils met for the turnover of documents. We incorporated a bit of fun with a raf-

fle, and everyone received some small token. 

On Sunday, September 11, we enjoyed Fr. Bernie’s final formation topic, “Franciscan Communi-

ty on Mission to the World,” and finally, the debriefing and initial recommendations from our 

National Visitors, Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM and Dennis Ross, OFS.  

Plans are already in progress to resume the Cluster Workshops next summer, to assist frater-

nities recollect themselves post-Covid. 

The opportunity to greet old friends, make new ones, and savor wonderful discussions during 

the meals and evening socials, was appreciated by all who attended. Thanks to the 2021 Duns 

Scotus grant from National, the Region was able to pay for an additional member from each 

fraternity. The next Annual Chapter is anticipated for June of 2023, so hopefully we can en-

courage more members of each of our 19 fraternities to participate, and enjoy “unity and con-

nection” in our beloved Secular Franciscan community. 
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ST. JOSEPH OF CUPERTINO SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

The St. Joseph of Cupertino Scholarship Fund was developed in 

2011 to assist members of the Region to attend regional or na-

tional workshops, seminars and other educational programs relat-

ed to the Secular Franciscan Order. The applications are reviewed 

by a committee including the Regional Minister, Treasurer, and 

Formation Director.  

Joseph of Cupertino, in Naples, Italy, became a Capuchin priest 

after much difficulty in 1628. Anything he saw or heard about God or anything sacred would 

bring him to ecstasy, and he frequently would levitate off the ground during mass. His feast 

day is September 18, and he is the patron saint of air travelers, pilots, people with learning dis-

abilities or studying for exams.  

Please consider a contribution from your local fraternity treasury to the Poverello Fund and 

the Cupertino Scholarship Fund, especially as your fraternity conducts its’ end of year review, 

Other New Business of Interest From the Chapter 

THE POVERELLO FUND 

“Il Poverello” is the nickname associated with St 

Francis, “the little poor one.” The Poverello Fund 

was established in the mid 1990s in order that 

members of Lady Poverty Region could make 

charitable contributions to those in need, either to individuals who encounter financial hard-

ship in a particular way, or Franciscan organizations which need monetary aid. In recent 

years, the Poverello Fund has made contributions to our own Franciscan family members to 

ease the burden of emergencies such as flooding or serious illness.  

Members who request assistance from the Poverello fund should contact their local fraterni-

ty minister, who makes a request in writing to the Regional Council, on behalf of the individ-

ual/ family/organization needing help.  

USE THE FORM ON THE BACK COVER TO SEND MONEY TO THE FUND OR TO APPLY 

FOR ASSISTANCE.  THIS SPECIAL FUND IS IN THE BUDGET. 



Fr Bernie Tickerhoof, TOR, presented a thought-provoking program 

at our Annual Chapter September 9-11, 2022 at Villa Maria Spirituali-

ty Center, and attended by approximately 50 Secular Franciscans and 

Provincial and Local Spiritual Assistants. Titled “Community and Rela-

tionship in the Secular Franciscan Order,” Fr Bernie drew from Scripture, 

from our Rule, and from Pope Francis’ encyclicals Fratelli Tutti and 

Laudato Si, to encourage us to reflect on our relationships in frater-

nity, our families and community and parish lives, to discover the es-

sential revelation of Jesus: God wants to be in relationship with 

us! 

Here are quotes from his hand-out, and some of the questions he posed to us over four ses-

sions that weekend. 

We live in a Relational Reality: everything is connected. The spiritual life is one of cooper-

ation – cooperation with God, with physical and spiritual nature, with one another in 

an intra-connectedness. How can spending prayer time with St Francis’ Canticle of the 

Creatures help your relationships?   

Relationship and the Gospel: The Gospel was the guiding light that kept Francis and his 

community true to the course. How do we live out the second great commandment along 

with the first? 

From our OFS Rule Article #12: “They should set themselves free to love God 

and their brothers and sisters…” Two foundational attitudes – trust and fear – 

continuously guide your life, whether you know it or not, and your spirituality de-

pends more on which of these two predominates than anything else. Fear is the root-

ed attitude that life and everything about life is basically untrustworthy, and should 

therefore be guarded against. Trust is the basic understanding that the world is a be-

neficent place, that God cares for us, rather than judges us, that we are graced and not 

just fallen. Do I tend to live more in fear or in trust? What tensions between fraternity life 

and family (or parish or social involvement) have I experienced, and how have I dealt with it?  

“Accepting all people as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ.” (Article # 

13) The ability to relate to others begins with empathy, the golden door to compas-

sion. Interpersonal happiness is directly proportional to my ability to enter into and 

appreciate another’s worldview. Communication is not just how we talk to one anoth-

er, it is the way in which we maintain the bond of relationship.  

(Mary’s note: Ongoing conversion, and what Fr Bernie calls “holy suspicion,” is necessary to self-

identify patterns that we need to be critical of, that block our ability to communicate and re-

late to others. Fr Bernie listed trust, openness, honesty and prudent discernment (Jesus saying: 

“Be conscious of what’s happening here!”) as essential tools for both personal growth and 

Justice Peace Integrity of Creation by Mary Nelson, OFS 
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interpersonal relationships. How has your fraternity tended to handle relational difficulties be-

tween members?) 

In the final of the four sessions, Franciscan Community on Mission to the World, Fr Bernie 

recommended three questions that every fraternity should ask: Who are we? What do 

we do? What difference do we make to anyone other than ourselves? Drawing on Pope 

Francis’ Fratelli Tutti, each day offers new opportunities for compassion, and choices that 

test us as being followers of Jesus. We are “called to be in the forefront in pro-

moting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous 

initiatives.” (Article # 15) Our society reflects a difficulty to be in another’s position: 

Who is my neighbor? This lack of compassion has individual and corporate implica-

tions: a spirituality of fear contributes to polarization, prejudice, judgement; hyper-focus 

on individual rights, entitlement and a loss of a sense of the common good. Those who 

are truly neighbor become the paradigm for the Franciscan mission in our world. Both 

contemplation and action are required, with many ways to impact the moral values in 

our world. Fr Bernie spoke of “The Great Plan,” in service of the reign of God, suggesting 

we work individually and in our fraternities, or network with other organizations, e.g. 

Pax Christi, environmental organizations, Franciscan organizations, FAN, Franciscans 

International, etc.  

Here are two examples of “Gospel Living, aka Justice Peace Integrity of Creation 

in Action:”  

One such Secular Franciscan who demonstrates that Christian compassion is Chrissy Yesch-

ke, of Stigmata fraternity. Every Saturday morning for the past 10 years, Chrissy gets up in 

the wee hours of the morning to put several egg casseroles into her oven. Starting at 7 

AM, she and other parishioners of Saints Mary and Martha Church serve a hot breakfast 

to men and women, people who are homeless at the East End Cooperative Ministry in 

Pittsburgh.  French toast, sausage, bagels and pastries, juice and yogurt are served with a 

warm smile of welcome.  

Another Secular Franciscan in our region, John Sanders from Mary Queen of Franciscan fra-

ternity, rents rooms of a house he owns to people who have recently been released from 

prison, and who would otherwise have a difficult time finding a safe place to stay as they 

transition back into society.  

Who are YOUR neighbors? 

 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a 

stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared 

for me, in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25:36) 
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A PATTERN OF THINKING by Fr. Christopher Panagoplos, TOR 

 From the writings of St Francis, we can identify four core values that constitute a remedy to 
the dominant culture overtaking our thinking and living, our praying and voting: contemplation, 
conversion, minority, and poverty.  From these, flow hospitality, respect, metanoia, kinship, integ-
rity, teamwork, compassion, and the list can go on.  Dare I say, this is a much needed antidote—a 

“Franciscan alternative” culture.    
Beginning with each of us, an integration of these values must be at the root of our Fran-
ciscan way of life.  A cause-and-effect approach; that we must do-this-and-that with each 
value—this would bypass the way of thinking or believing that can better inform the op-
tions that we would take.  Values integration is the method to employ.  It relies on 
one’s truthful perspective of personhood and one’s self, how one’s behavior 
affects another, and what repercussions may arise.  
A reading/mediation of the writings, by St Francis and about him, will illuminate his pat-
tern of thinking and believing as a Franciscan alternative culture that bridges one’s val-

ues and actions.  Are we, then, not leaning into ethical reasoning?  Let us be aware that underlying 
values could be present.  A heated argument, an appeal to common sense, one’s “preferred way” of 
thinking, may sidetrack or even sink, any specific response to act compassionately and ethically. 

In his book, An Ethical Life: A Practical Guide to Ethical Reasoning,” (Anselm Academic, Christian 

Brothers Publications, 2012), Dr Richard Kyte proposes four ways of reasoning: 
Truth: thinking in terms of the facts.  

What is really going on here? 
What is the overall context of the situation? 
What is the history of the situation? 

Consequences: thinking in terms of the results of the actions. 
Who is going to be affected? 
How will they be affected? 
What positive things can happen? 
What negative things can happen? 

Fairness: thinking in terms of equality and consistency. 
How would we feel is someone were doing this to you? 
Would the action under consideration be fair or just? 
Would it be treating people equally or with respect? 
What would happen if everyone did that? 

Character: thinking in terms of people’s motivations, character traits, or both. 
Why are they doing this? 
What’s in it for them? 
Are the people involved in the situation being generous, lazy, courageous, self-

serving, spiteful, considerate, and so on? 
Are they acting out of anger or resentment or some other negative motivation? 
Are they acting out of some positive motivation, like gratitude? 
How will their character be influenced by acting this way? 

Franciscan values and values of Gospel living can aid in the consideration of the social, politi-
cal, and ecclesial “dominant” culture in deciding a “Franciscan” response.  Pope Francis reminds us to 
“keep the dialogue open.” Let us be open to the understanding of what Franciscan values mean in 
2022.  Prayer and contemplation are inherently part of the process.  
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Elections are over and I’m back for another three years as your faithful servant secre-

tary.  Just wondering why in the world nobody else seems to want this job, it is the 

best job in the world, it must be a secret!  

Anyway, as I am preparing to publish this edition of La Pobrecita, my brain is doing some forward thinking.  

October is the month that I will be sending out the database spreadsheets for the local fraternity secretar-

ies to use.  We (everybody is) are required to maintain accurate records of active and inactive members 

within the Region.  Of course that means we also update all members contact information as well.  Please 

look at the charts to refresh your memories about how things are recorded, it all ties in to Fair Share. 
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Being a secretary can be daunting, but it is also enriching because we must study and learn how to do the job.  

Become the expert, studying the Constitutions will help you in the field of record keeping and its importance. 

Being a secretary “It’s too hard!”

Not at all.
If each council member is 
prepared to turnover their reports 
to the secretary at the council 
meeting, it is easier than you think.  
This will streamline the amount of 
open discussion and will cause a 
more focused and directed 
meeting.

If it takes more than one hour to prepare the minutes, consider bulletizing the information 

and minimizing personal comments.  

The minutes must be approved by the council as part of the opening of the following 

council meeting.  Adopt an attitude of simplicity and accuracy the first time, to prevent 
rewriting the minutes.

Secretaries should not spend more than 

one hour preparing the minutes after a 

council meeting.  Use attachments from 

the other council members, don’t rewrite 

what they say.  The minutes can be used 

as the business meeting agenda portion of 

the following gathering.

Christine Guarnieri made her profession 

Sept 8th during 6:oo pm Mass at Beloved 

Disciple Church in Grove City, PA. We 

were blessed to have Father David Fora-

dori as celebrant. 

Christine’s road to profession was filled 

with trials due to the lock downs and our 

vocation crisis. Her answering the call of 

the Holy Spirit with prayer, patience and 

devotion is a beacon of light for us all. 

A reception followed the evening Mass 

where we were able to mingle with Beloved Disciple Parishioners and hopefully plant seeds of Franciscan 

charism. 

Christine on the left Marilyn Kosloski, OFS Formation Assistant on right. 

Holy Spirit Fraternity Profession 



On July 24th, 2022 the election for new council was 

held, with Lady Poverty Regional Minister Pat Serotkin, 

OFS and Fr. David Kraeger, TOR. 

Minister:  Kim Miller, OFS 

Vice Minister:  Mickey Clemento, OFS 

Secretary:  Emma Weakland, OFS 

Treasurer:  Ron Boland, OFS 

Formation Director:  David Krug, OFS 

Back row:  David Krug, Kim Miller.  Front row: Emma 

Weakland, Fr. David Kraeger, TOR, and Ron Bo-

land.  Mickey Clemento could not attend.  

St. Elizabeth Fraternity Election 

Canticles of the Son Fraternity Election 

On July 10, 2022 Denise McCarthy, OFS, Regional Pre-

sider conducted the election for St. Bonaventure Fra-

ternity.   

Minister:  Mary Jo Fiore, OFS 

Vice Minister:  Julie Crusciel, OFS 

Secretary:  Heather Meck, OFS 

Treasurer:  Pat Serotkin, OFS 

Formation Director:  Marie Bettwy, OFS 

Councilors:  Beth Woods, OFS and Dawn Mellott, OFS 
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On August 14, 2022, Theresa Mummert, OFS conducted the elec-

tion with Br. Matt Hindelang, OFM Cap. 

Minister:  Mary Nelson, OFS 

Vice Minister:  Mary Stewart, OFS 

Secretary:  Donna Roberti, OFS 

Treasurer:  Diana Twaroski, OFS 

Formation Directory:  Mary Good, OFS 

How wonderful to have three Marys on one council. 

This is going to be fun! 

 

“May the Lord Smile on You and be Gracious to You” 



Prologue EARLIER EXHORTATION OF SAINT FRANCIS TO THE BROTHERS 

AND SISTERS OF PENANCE (LtF 1) 
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In the Name of the Lord!  

Concerning those who do Penance  

1All those who love the Lord with their whole heart, with their whole mind, with 

their whole strength (Mk 12:30) and love their neighbour as themselves, 2who hate 

their bodies with their vices and sins (Mt 22:39), 3who receive the Body and Blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 4and who produce worthy fruits of Penance. 5O how happy 

and blessed are these men and women while they do such things and persevere in 

doing them, 6because the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon them (Is 11:2) and make its 

home and dwelling place (Jn 14:23) among them, 7and they are children of the heav-

enly Father whose (Mt 5:45) works they do, and they are spouses, brothers and mothers of our Lord Jesus 

Christ (Mt 12:50). 8We are spouses when the faithful soul is joined by the Holy Spirit to our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9We are brothers to Him when we do the will of the Father who is in heaven (Mt 12:50). 10We are 

mothers when we carry Him in our heart and body through a divine love (1Cor 6:20) and a pure and sincere 

conscience and give birth to him through a holy activity which must shine as an example before others (Mt 

5:16). 11O how glorious it is to have a holy and great Father in heaven! 12O how holy, consoling to have such 

a beautiful and wonderful Spouse! 13O how holy and how loving, gratifying, humbling, peace-giving, sweet, 

worthy of love, and, above all things, desirable: to have such a Brother and such a Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who laid down his life for his sheep (Jn 10:15) and prayed to his Father saying: 14Holy Father, in your name (Jn 

17:11) save those whom you have given me in the world; they were yours and you gave them to me (Jn 

17:6). 15The words that You gave to me I have given to them, and they have 

accepted them and have believed in truth that I have come from You and they 

have known that you have sent me (Jn 17:8). 16I pray for them and not for the 

world (Jn 17:9). 17Bless and sanctify them (Jn 17:17). I sanctify myself for them 

(Jn 17:19). 18I pray not only for them, but for those who will believe in me 

through their word (Jn 17:20) that they may be sanctified in being one as we 

are (Jn 17:11). 19I wish, Father, that where I am, they also may be with me that 

they may see my glory (Jn 17:24) in your kingdom. Amen (Mt 20:21)  

St. Francis of Assisi  

Pray for us. 



The Devil and the Duck (anonymous)  
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There was a little boy, named Johnny, visiting his grandparents on their farm.  He was 

given a slingshot to play with out in the woods.  He practiced in the woods; but he 

could never hit the target.  Getting a little discouraged, he headed back for dinner.  

As he was walking back he saw Grandma’s pet duck.  Just out of impulse, he let the 

slingshot fly, hit the duck square in the head and killed it.  He was shocked and grieved!  In a panic he hid 

the dead duck in the wood pile; only to see his Sister watching!  Sally had seen it all, but she said nothing. 

After lunch the next day Grandma said, “Sally, let’s wash the dishes”.  But Sally 

said, “Grandma, Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen”.  Then she 

whispered to him, “Remember the duck?”, so Johnny did the dishes.  Later that 

day, Grandpa asked if the children wanted to go fishing and Grandma said, “I’m 

sorry but I need Sally to help make supper”.  Sally just smiled and said, “well 

that’s all right because Johnny told me he wanted to help”, and she whispered 

again to Johnny, “Remember the duck?”  So Sally went fishing and Johnny stayed 

to help. 

After several days of Johnny doing both his chores and Sally’s, he finally couldn’t stand it 

any longer.  He came to Grandma and confessed that he had killed the duck.  Grandma 

knelt down, gave him a big hug and said, “Sweetheart, I know.  You see, I was standing at 

the window and I saw the whole thing, but because I love you, I forgave you.  I was just 

wondering how long you would let Sally make a slave of you.” 

Thought for the day and every day thereafter; Whatever is in your past, whatever you 

have done… and the devil keeps throwing it up in your face (lying, cheating, debt, fear, 

bad habits, hatred, anger, bitterness, etc.)… whatever it is… you need to know that: 

GOD WAS STANDING AT THE WINDOW AND HE SAW THE 

WHOLE THING.  He has seen your whole life….He wants you to know that He 

loves you and that you are forgiven.  He’s just wondering how long you will let the devil make a slave of 

you.   

The greatest thing about God is that when you ask for forgiveness, he 

not only forgives you, but He FORGETS!  It is by God’s grace and mercy 

that we are saved.  Go ahead and make the difference in someone’s life 

today.  Share this with a friend and always remember:  GOD IS AT 

THE WINDOW!  When Jesus died on the cross; he was thinking of 

you! 
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Franciscan Youth and Young Adult (FY/YA) Animators, 

Sept. 23, 2022 

 Dear Regional Ministers and Franciscan Youth and Young Adult (FY/YA) Animators, 

  We are ready to begin gathering again via zoom. The commission looks forward to meeting the new ministers and anima-

tors and reconnecting with those who have participated in our past zooms.  

  For new Regional Ministers and FY/YA Regional Animators (and their team, if they have one) we are offering another se-

ries of Core Training. The series of four sessions (each offered twice for convenience) will begin in October. Trainings will be 

recorded so Regional Animators can use them to train Local Animators! 

  For those who have gone through the training before, we are also in the near future beginning a series of Monthly 

Workshops for further formation, networking opportunities, and to support your efforts. Each of these monthly workshops will 

also be opportunities for others in your region/fraternity to join us depending on the topics—each workshop suggests who else 

should be invited. 

  Please look through these sessions and mark your calendars now! 

 Peace. Blessings on your work. 

Kathleen Molaro, OFS 

Franciscan Youth and Young Adult Commission Chair 

                                                                            Core Training 

Core Training especially for (but not limited to): 

New regional FY/YA commission chairs.(Those in training welcome—we will revisit topics later.) 

New ministers or their delegate. 

Those who missed trainings before. 

Local FY/YA animators. 

Those wishing to refresh their understanding. 

Each topic (1 ½ hours) will be offered twice to accommodate schedules. 

 All Tuesday gatherings will be 4:00pm PT; 5:00 Mt; 6:00 CT; 7:00 ET 

(Hawaii 1:00pm) (Guam 9:00 am Wed.) 

 All Saturday gatherings will be 9:00am PT; 10:00 MT; 11:00 CT; Noon ET 

Core Training, Session 1: Our Mission to Young People 

Tuesday Oct. 18th and Saturday Oct. 29th 

 Inspired by the life of St. Francis of Assisi and guided by our OFS Rule (Art.24) and General  

Constitutions (Art, 96 & 97) discover our call as Secular Franciscans to accompany young people on their journey of faith. Togeth-

er we will review the mission and goals of the Youth and Young Adult Commission for the National Fraternity of Secular Francis-

cans—USA. 

Core Training, Session 2: What is Franciscan Youth (YouFra)? 

Tuesday Nov. 8th and Saturday Nov. 19th 

 YouFra is a fellowship of young people who feel called by the Holy Spirit to enter into an experience of Christian life, in light of 

the message of St. Francis of Assisi, and to deepen their understanding of their personal vocation within the realm of the Secular 

Franciscan Order (OFS). Together we will explore the history, guiding documents and how to eventually establish a local YouFra. 
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Core Training, Session 3: What is Youth Ministry? 

Tuesday Nov. 29 and Saturday Dec. 10 

Review the goals, themes, and components for a comprehensive ministry with adolescents that utilizes the Road to Emmaus as its 

guiding image, as outlined by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ document, Renewing the Vision: A Framework for 

Catholic Youth Ministry and Pope Francis’s Apostolic Exhortation, Christ is Alive! We will examine the components and discuss ways 

we can immerse ourselves as Franciscans into already existing youth programs and/or introduce young people to Franciscan spirit-

uality. 

 Core Training, Session 4: What is Young Adult Ministry? 

Tuesday Dec. 13 

Identify who young adults are and their developmental tasks. Explore the vision of faith for young adults and the pastoral plan for 

ministering to young adults, as outlined by United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ document, Sons and Daughters of the 

Light: A Pastoral Plan for Ministry with Young Adults and Pope Francis’s Apostolic Exhortation, Christ is Alive! 

  Ongoing Formation Workshops 

 Workshops for Continuing Support/Networking 

For those who have previously attended training sessions. 

Anyone interested in developing more youth friendly fraternities. 

See suggested invitees for each topic. We are depending on you to share the invitation. 

 Workshops are 1 ½ hours long monthly on different evenings. At this point we have two scheduled. 

In each workshop we will revisit a topic pertinent to FY/YA.  

               Each session will include time for dialogue and sharing. 

December Workshop 

Approaches to Prayer and Worship with Young People 

Tuesday Dec. 6, 4:00 Pacific Time 

Other invitees: Regional/Local Spiritual Assistants, Formation Directors 

 We will explore again successful strategies to integrate the ministry of prayer and worship within your local fraternity and in 

reaching out to youth. Discover prayer styles that help young people grow in relationship with God, in the living community of 

Franciscans, and the Church. During this workshop, we will experience a scriptural guided meditation in the tradition of St. Francis 

of Assis that appeals to all ages. Workshop participants will have access to the prayer in order to share the experience with oth-

ers. 

 January Workshop 

A Guide to Growing Your Fraternity in the Digital Age 

Tuesday Jan. 17, 4:00 Pacific Time 

Other invitees: Regional/Local Social Media Editors, Website Editors, Vocation Directors 

  

A well-considered use of social media with all people has the ultimate goal of encouraging “true friendships” and of addressing the 

human longing for meaningful community. Social media can be used to “go into the street, to the outer reaches of society” with 

words of mercy and hope. We will explore strategies to engage all ages in the Franciscan intellectual and spiritual tradition through 

a responsible use of social media. In addition, if you ever wonder what content to post on social media to engage inquirers, this is 

your workshop.  

Contact:  Lady Poverty Regional Youth/YA Animator 

Marie Bettwy, OFS  mmbettwy@atlanticbb.net 
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Obituary for Sister Marie Teresa (Laura Emma) Tellier 

 HAGERSTOWN – Sr. Marie Teresa (Laura Emma) Tellier, 77, of Hagerstown, passed 

away on Monday, September 19, 2022, at Julia Manor Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in 

Hagerstown, MD.  She was a professed Secular Franciscan in Padre Pio Fraternity of Lady 

Poverty Region, prior to her consecration. 

 Born on November 11, 1944, in Washington, DC, she was the daughter of the late 

Lawrence Anatole and Emma Karoline (Thomson) Tellier. She was preceded in death by her 

parents. 

 Sister Marie graduated from Frederick Community College in 1973 with an Associ-

ates Degree in Nursing, and from University of Maryland University College in 1985 with a 

Bachelors Degree in Business Administration. As a Registered Nurse, Sister worked as a 

clinical nurse and in various other positions with the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-

man Services, and with the Western Maryland Health System. She was particularly proud of 

her work with the Navajo Area Indian Health Services in Tuba City, Arizona, and her work in 

pediatric services at the Tuba City Indian Medical Center. 

 Sister Marie was a devout Catholic, and always felt drawn to the consecrated life. Af-

ter investigating several different religious communities, Sister Marie discerned her call to 

the eremitical life and professed her final vows as a Consecrated Hermit on May 29, 2012 at 

Saints Peter and Paul Church in Cumberland, MD. As a Consecrated Hermit under the au-

thority of the Archbishop of Baltimore, Sister Marie set up hermitages in Cumberland, MD, 

Emmitsburg, MD, and finally Hagerstown, MD before moving to Julia Manor Nursing and Re-

habilitation Center in Hagerstown due to her declining health. 

 As a Consecrated Hermit, Sister Marie’s mission was to live a life of solitude, prayer, 

and sacrifice, with a special focus on prayer for bishops, priests, and seminarians, which she 

faithfully fulfilled until the time of her death. Sister Marie was also an artist, with particular 

interest in oil painting and iconography.    

   She is survived by her three children: William Ernest Mansfield (Huntington Beach, 

CA), Ralph Drew Butler (Linwood, PA), and Mari Lee Butler (Buena Vista, CO). She is also 

survived by four siblings: Ruth Cramblet (Baltimore, MD), Paul Tellier (Miami, FL), Lawrence 

Tellier (Ocean Isle, NC), and William Tellier (Upper Marlboro, MD). 

 Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at the Shrine of Saints Peter and Paul, 125 

Fayette Street, Cumberland, MD, on Thursday, October 6, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. with Father 

Leonard A. Smith as celebrant. Friends will be received at the church from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. 

 Interment will be in Resurrection Cemetery, Clinton, MD, on Friday, October 7, 2022, 

at 12:00 p.m. 

 Scarpelli Funeral Home, P.A. is entrusted with arrangements, and condolences may be 

left at www.ScarpelliFH.com  
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The Franciscan Daily Conversion Check List 

_______  I began and ended the day with the Liturgy of the Hours (Morning and Evening Prayer) 

_______  I received the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

_______  I said the rosary whether alone or with a group 

_______  I did a Holy Hour 

_______  I went to Confession once this month 

_______  I took time to stop what I was doing and thank God for one of his created wonders. 

 

_______  I performed a Corporal Work of Mercy today.  (Feed the Hungry, Give drink to the Thirsty, 

Clothed the Naked, Sheltered Homeless, Cared for the Sick, Visited the Imprisoned, Buried the Dead) 

_______  I took the time to have a conversation with someone in need 

 

_______  I wore my Tau today 

_______  I didn’t waste the precious gift of time that God gave me 

_______  I thanked God for the gift of work 

_______  I brought Francis into my home 

_______  I looked for a peaceful solution to the problems I encountered 

_______  I tried to understand another’s perspective in a discussion 

_______  I made decisions that involve others using consensus 

_______  I treated all God’s Creation with respect 

_______ I live a simple life and avoid excesses 

_______  I attend my fraternity meetings and functions. 



Poverello Fund 

What is the Poverello Fund?  These are funds collected and set aside  to provide financial aid to 

Secular Franciscans experiencing dire need.  

Why do we need this fund?  Occasionally, our members who find themselves in extreme hard-

ship may request assistance to purchase food, medications, gas or other essentials.   

How to donate:   

1. Send your personal donation or donations from your fraternity to the Regional Treasurer.  Specify 

“Poverello Fund” on the check or money order. 

2. Consider designating a bequest to the Poverello Fund in your will. 

3. The Secular Franciscan Order is a 501C3 non-profit organization.  Donations are tax-deductible.  

 How to request assistance: 

1. Send a written request for assistance to the Regional Minister.  Requests may  be made on behalf of 

someone in need by another individual or a fraternity council. 

2. Requests will be reviewed by the Regional Executive Council.  If approved, the funds will be dispersed 

by the Regional Treasurer. 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But 

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 

steal.   For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.             [Mt 6: 19-21] 

Poverello Fund Donat i on  

Franciscans Help ing Franc iscans  

Yes, I would like to donate funds to the 

Poverello Fund.   

 $10.00  $20.00  Other _______ 

Mail your donation to: 

Brian Stevens, OFS 

Treasurer, Lady Poverty Region 

3014 Meyeridge Rd. 

Pittsburgh, PA  15209 

 “The Lord bless you and keep you;  

the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;  

the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 

Prayer: 

I thank you, Jesus, for spiritual friends with whom I can gather to be in your presence, 

to praise you, to talk with you, to listen to you.  Enter into our hearts and into our 

prayers to make us one in you with assurance that we will never face life alone.   

Amen. 

From Live Like Francis, Reflections on Franciscan Life in the World, by Jovian Weigel, OFM 

and Leonard Foley, OFM, Franciscan Media, 2016. 


